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MULTILATERAL AEEAIRS: IVORY COAST 

REF: (A) STATE 159747 (B) 76 ABIDJAN 2081 (C) 76 STATE 37591 
(D) ABIDJAN 4918 

1. RESPONSES IN REETEL (B) TO 76 STATE 37591 REMAIN GENERALLY 
VALID. REPLIES TO QUESTIONS B, C, D AND E CAN STAND PRACTICALLY 
UNCHANGED. HOWEVER, THE DISCUSSION OE IVORY COAST'S PRIMARY 
MULTILATERAL INTERESTS SHOULD REELECT THE GROWING CONCERN OE 
PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY AND HIS GOVERNMENT ABOUT SOVIET AND 
OTHER COMMUNIST ENCROACHMENTS IN AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE. EURTHER, 
WHILE GOIC HAS NOT ABANDONED ITS BELIEF IN THE NECESSITY EOR 

THIRD WORLD SOLIDARITY, HOUPHOUET APPEARS INCREASINGLY DETERMINED 
TO ENSURE THAT VOICES OF 
REASON AND MODERATION BE HEARD IN INTER- 
NATIONAL EORA AND TO PREVENT RADICAL IDEOLOGUE COUNTRIES EROM 
PREEMPTING THIRD WORLD LEADERSHIP. THIS DETERMINATION HAS BEEN 
EVIDENT IN THE RECENT SUMMITS OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OE WEST 
AERICA (CEAO) IN ABIDJAN AND THE OAU IN LIBREVILLE AND IN IVORIAN 
READINESS TO STAND UP AND BE COUNTED AT THE COLOMBO NAM. IT IS 
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LIKELY ALSO TO BE INELUENTIAL IN IVORIAN ATTITUDES AT UNGA. 

(ABIDJAN 4918 DESCRIBES HOUPHOUET'S CONVERSATION WITH USUN AMBAS- 
SADOR YOUNG AND ASST. SECRETARY MAYNES IN WHICH HOUPHOUET SPOKE 
OE HIS CONCERNS AND OF IVORY COAST'S POSITION IN THE UNGA). IVORY 
COAST WOULD HOPE TO USE MULTILATERAL EORA TO EXPRESS THESE CONCERNS. 

2. IVORY COAST'S UNGA RECORD HAS BEEN GOOD EROM U.S. STANDPOINT. 
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GIVEN THE MARKED SIMILARITY OE VIEWS ON MOST POLITICAL ISSUES, 

AND HOUPHOUET'S COMMITMENT TO REASON AND DIALOGUE, IVORY COAST 
WILL CONTINUE TO BE GENERALLY SUPPORTIVE OF U.S. POSITIONS ON 
MOST POLITICAL QUESTIONS, THOUGH ON NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES, THE 
IVORIANS CAN BE AS MILITANT AS ANY. EVEN IVORY COAST, HOWEVER, 

CANNOT BE COUNTED UPON IN EVERY INSTANCE NOT TO GET CARRIED AWAY 
BY THE THIRD WORLD TIDE. EMBASSY WAS DISAPPOINTED BY ILO RESULTS, 

WHERE, ALTER ASSURANCES OE SUPPORT FROM HOUPHOUET HIMSELF, FOREIGN 
MINISTER AND LABOR MINISTER, GOIC DELEGATION JOINED MAJORITIES 
IN ABSTAINING ON U.S. SPONSORED RESOLUTIONS. 

3. MLO OFFICER DONALD MCCONNELL HAS DEPARTED POST. UNTIL ARRIVAL 
OF PEDRO MARTINEZ, HIS SUCCESSOR, MLO POSITION WILL BE FILLED BY 
DCM GOODWIN COOKE. 
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